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Welcome!

The presentation will begin soon.

Please use the Q & A section for questions 
during the presentation.

Green Cleaning



Landfill

Not all waste has its
own container.

There are special
programs to manage
waste that should be
collected separately
and diverted away
from the landfill.

Get more information
at www.rcwaste.org

Waste Programs

Graffiti Busters
Community 
Clean Up

Recycling
Together 

Backyard
Composting

Household
Hazardous
Waste        

Tires

Sharps and Needles

Medical Waste

Vermicomposting

Illegal Dumping

Waste
Guide

Used Oil      

Green 
Cleaning

http://www.rcwaste.org/


Solid Waste
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Waste Characterization Study;
CalRecycle 

Our garbage can is full of
“waste” only when it is
unwanted and unusable
by the household.

When many of these items
are separated into
individual categories, they
are treasures or
“resources” that can be
reused or recycled into
new products.

The decision whether to
waste our resources or to
reuse and recycle them is
up to us.



Using cleaning methods 
and products with 
environmentally friendly 
ingredients and 
procedures which are 
designed to preserve 
human health and 
environmental quality.

What is Green Cleaning?
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Cleaning Products

When you think of household cleaning products, what 
comes to mind?
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Household Hazardous Waste

• Cleaning products, if 
mishandled, can be dangerous 
to your health and the 
environment

• Leftover or unwanted portions 
of these products are 
considered Household 
Hazardous 
Waste (HHW) 7



Product Labels

• Precautionary Statement

• Caution/Warning, Danger/Poison

• Physical and Chemical Hazard
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Why use Green Cleaning 
Products?

• Safer

• Reduce HHW

• Save money
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Starter Cleaning Kit: 
Basic cost of starter kit is about $13

 Baking Soda
 Borax
 Distilled water
 Isopropyl Rubbing Alcohol (70%)
 Distilled White Vinegar

Expanded Cleaning Kit:

 Castile Soap
 Essential Oils (eucalyptus, lavender, 

lemon, peppermint, spearmint, tea 
tree,  etc.)

 Fels-Naptha or other bar soap
 Hydrogen Peroxide
 Lemon Juice
 Washing Soda

Make your own 
green cleaning products!

Ingredients
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Salt
• Ideal for scouring

Hydrogen Peroxide
• Disinfectant
• Substitute for bleach

Toothpaste
• Mild abrasive
• Cleans tarnished silver

Club Soda
• Stain remover
• Shines stainless steel sinks

Ketchup
• Removes tarnish from 

copper and brass

Baking Soda
• Eliminates odors
• Soft abrasive

Lemons
• Stain removal from cutting 

boards

Cornstarch
• Cleans grease spills on carpet

Rubbing Alcohol
• Disinfectant

Alternative Use Products
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Replace with

Ingredients: 
 1 cup distilled white vinegar
 1 cup distilled or filtered water

Optional:
 10 drops of lemon essential oil
 10 drops of lavender essential oil

All Purpose Cleaner
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Ingredients:
 1 cup of baking soda
 1/4 cup of citric acid powder
 1/8 cup of Borax (or 2 Tbsp.)
 Distilled water

Optional:
 30 drops of essential oils

Toilet Bomb Cleaner
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Website Identify and select products with safer chemical 
ingredients, without sacrificing quality or performance.

EPA Website
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Online Resources 
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www.rcwaste.org/classes

https://www.rcwaste.org/classes


Additional Resources
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Websites
• Riverside County Department of Waste Resources: www.rcwaste.org

• Alberta Canada – One Simple Act:  
https://www.landstewardship.org/resources/agency/95/

• U.S. EPA: www.epa.gov/saferchoice - Safer Choice helps consumers,
businesses, and purchasers find products that perform well and are safer
for human health and the environment.

• There are many other resources for additional green cleaning recipes and
variations for recipes on the internet.

Books
• The Naturally Clean Home: 150 Super-Easy Herbal Formulas for Green

Cleaning, by Karyn Siegel Maier

http://www.rcwaste.org/
http://www.onesimpleact.alberta.ca/
http://www.epa.gov/saferchoice
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Follow us on:

Give us your feedback:  
www.rcwaste.org/report/feedback

(951) 486-3200
www.rcwaste.org

Thank you for being part of the solution

http://www.rcwaste.org/report/feedback
https://www.instagram.com/rcwaste?ref=hl
https://www.instagram.com/rcwaste?ref=hl
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaARwKuDgze6YOlcvErcumQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaARwKuDgze6YOlcvErcumQ
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