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Land Acknowledgement

We at  UCR would like  to respectfully acknowledge and recognize  
our responsibility to the  original and current  care takers of this 
land, water, and air: the  Cahuilla  [ka-wee-ahh], Tongva [tong-va], 
Luiseño [loo-say-ngo], and Serrano [se-ran-oh] peoples and all of 
the ir ancestors and descendants, past , present , and future . Today 
this meeting place  is home to many Indigenous peoples from all 
over the  world, including UCR faculty, students, and staff, and we 
are  grateful to have  the  opportunity to live  and work on these  
homelands.

For more  information on nat ive  t ribes in your area  visit : ht tps:/ / na t ive-land.ca /
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But what is Zero Waste?



University of California  
defines Zero Waste  as:

“The University zero waste goal is made up 
of incremental waste  reduction and waste  
diversion targets. The University recognizes 
the  a tta inment of reduction goals sta ted in 
this Policy and a  90% diversion of municipal 
solid waste as minimum compliance 
standard to be defined as a  zero waste  for 
locations other than health locations.”

- UC Policy on Sustainable  Practices, p. 8



Zero Waste  Approaches

Decrease waste 
generated

Increase waste 
diversion

Track GHG 
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Zero Waste  Approaches

 25% reduction 
per capita from 
FY 2015/16 levels 
by 2025

 50% reduction 
per capita from 
FY 2015/16 levels 
by 2030

Divert 90% of 
waste from 

landfills

Zero GHG 
emissions by 2050

Complete phase 
out of 

single -use items by 
2023

Policy Goals



Systemwide Efforts: Waste Generation



Systemwide Efforts: Diversion





Summary of Single-use Plastic Policy Changes



Systemwide  Educat ion and Engagement

Vox & UC Collaboration
Created 9 videos 

covering single-use & 
food waste along with 
other climate topics, 

Currently, there are over 
19.2+ million views in 

total.

#MyLastTrash Campaign
Created outreach toolkit 
for each campus to use 

for consistent 
messaging across the 

system.

Cool Campus Challenge
Systemwide web-based 

challenge where 
individual climate 

actions are tracked in a 
point system.

https:// www.universityofcalifornia.edu /climate -lab



UC Riverside’s 
Zero Waste Efforts



UCR Facilities Services

 Zero Waste Office Stations will increase 
sorting and reduce  collection time.

 Big Belly’s reduced collections by 89%
 30+ hydration sta tions insta lled across 

campus, he lp reduce  single-use  plastic 
water bottle  waste .

 Student Recycling Program increases 
collection frequency in high traffic areas. 
Piloting coffee  ground pick up and drop 
off a t R’Garden.



UCR Dining Services

 Switched to compostable plate ware 
materia ls in 2009

 Implemented trayless dining in 2009 
reducing food waste  by 50% in Dining 
Halls

 Convenience stores changing their #1 
selling item, water bottles, from plastic 
to a luminum. 

 Vending machines will convert to 
a luminum

 Worked with Subway to convert from 
plastic bag to paper bag.

 The new Barn will feature  reusable  pla te  
ware for dine in guest
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UCR’s Zero Waste Progress: Waste Generation



UCR’s Zero Waste Progress: Waste Diversion
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Thank you!

Contact:
Fortino Morales

Sustainability Officer
fortino.morales@ucr.edu

sustainability.ucr.edu
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